
 

 

Workshops 16 April 
ROOM KUJAWSKA POMORSKA KATARZYNKA WISŁA (2nd floor) KOPERNIK (2nd floor) 

 AG Learning 
Self-domestication and 

language evolution 
Modality Matters Compositionality Word order evolution 

9:00 Welcome Welcome 
Introduction 

Introduction & Welcome Opening 

9:10 Gervain:  
“The frequency-based 
bootstrapping of basic 
word order in infants 

and rats”  

Kluender: 
“Be kind to animals – 

they may have something 
to tell us: Consequences 

of domestication and 
ritualization”  

Sandler:  
“Compositionality and the 

Grammar of the Body” 

Culbertson: 
“A cross-linguistic 

investigation of the cognitive 
biases underlying noun 

phrase word order”  

9:20 

Perlman, Little & 
Thompson: 

“Iconicity in signed and 
spoken lexicons: 

implications for language 
evolution” 

9:35 Wilson:  
“Behavioural and 

neuroimaging insights 
into structured 

sequence learning in 
humans and nonhuman 

primates”  

9:40 
Schouwstra:  

“Building Meanings: 
Compositionality of Human 

Language, and its 
Evolution” 

Jing, Blasi & Bickel: 
“Harmony and dendrophilia 

in syntax”  
9:50 

Boeckx:  
“Testing the 

Self-Domestication 
hypothesis 

experimentally”  

Silva et al.:  
"Modality-specific effects 
on language emergence - 

and why looking at 
interaction also matters"  

10:00 

Spierings:  
“Artificial grammar 
learning in birds”  

Vos, Schouwstra & Kirby: 
“Word order, naturalness 
and conventionalisation: 

evidence from silent 
gesture”  

10:10 

Kita:  
“Young Children Make 

their Gestural 
Communication more 

Compositional: Evidence 
from Nicaraguan Sign 
Language and Silent 
Gestures by Hearing 

Children” 

10:20 

Scott-Phillips et al.: 
"Intercultural contact and 

representational form"  

Ergin et al.: 
 “The emergence of 

argument structure in 
Central Taurus sign 

language”  

10:25 Martins:  
“Recursive Hierarchical 

Embedding in the Visual, 
Musical and Motor 

Domains”  

10:30 
Clay:  

“Bonobos and the 
self-domestication 

hypothesis: Insights from 
vocal communication and 

its implications for 
language evolution”  

10:40 
Coffee Break Coffee Break 

10:50 Miralles & Toro: 
“Rats and Humans on 
regularity detection: 

generalization from a go 
no-go paradigm”   

Mini Discussion 
11:00 

Sandler:  
“Irit Meir † and her Legacy: A Tribute” 

 
In room WISŁA, in front of WISŁA (2nd floor) 11:05 

Coffee break Coffee Break 
11:10 

Coffee break 
11:25 Turn the page  Turn the page  Turn the page  Turn the page  



 

 

 

ROOM KUJAWSKA POMORSKA KATARZYNKA WISŁA (2nd floor) KOPERNIK (2nd floor) 

 AG Learning 
Self-domestication and 

language evolution 
Modality Matters Compositionality Word order evolution 

11:20 Endress: 
“The idiosyncrasy of 
learning constraints” 

Coffee Break 

Towns & Schouwstra: 
“Interpreting patient 

animacy in silent gesture” 

Mesh, Stamp & Dachkovsky: 
“Pointing Toward 

Grammaticalization: 
Conventionalization of 

Pointing in Emerging Sign 
Languages” 

Sinnemäki: 
“Typological patterns of 

word order and argument 
marking: What can their 

correlation in creoles, 
pidgins and regular 
languages tell about 
language evolution?” 

11:25 

Fröhlich: 
“Different 

‘communication styles’ in 
bonobos and 

chimpanzees? Insights 
from mother-infant 

interactions in the wild” 

11:45 

Westphal-Fitch: 
“Performance on a 

visual Artificial 
Grammar Learning task 

in hearing and deaf 
participants” 

11:50 Mudd, Kirby & Schowustra: 
“Improvised word order 
biases are not modality 

specific: evidence from non-
linguistic vocalizations” 

Quick Break 
Jaeger: 

“A Bayesian test of the 
lineage-specificity of word 

order correlations” 
12:00 

Zuberbühler: 
“Combinatorial Capacities in 

Primates” 

12:05 

Okanoya: 
“Domestication 

syndrome in Bengalese 
finches” 

12:10 Versace: 
“Artificial grammars in 

visual modality: A 
comparative 
perspective” 

Fenk-Oczlon: 
“A cognitive and systemic 

typological account of 
word order” 

12:20 Ortega & Ozyurek: 
“Systematic allignment 

between different types of 
iconicity and semantic 

domains in silent gesture: 
raw materials of sign 
language emergence” 

12:30 
Gómez-Rodríguez: 

“Syntactic parsing of 
human language by minds 

and machines: Some 
interesting parallels” 

12:35 Ravignani: 
“Evolving building 

blocks of rhythm: How 
human cognition 
creates music via 

cultural transmission” 

12:40 
Liebal & Oña: 

“Compositionality in 
Chimpanzee 

Communication?” 

12:45 
Theofanopoulou: 
“Convergences in 

(self-)domesticated 
species” 

12:50 
Mini Discussion 

13:00 

Discussion 

 Discussion 

Closing (Q&A and general 
discussion) 

13:20   

13:25 

Discussion 

  

13:30    

13:45    

 


